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'From whatever point you come to the temple, you
must go down eight steps ; therefore let the Har
Mandar be the lowest building of them all.'

In the design of the Har Mandar, Guru
made an important departure from the ordinary
temple. Hindu temples are closed on three sides
and open only to the east or the rising sun. The
great Sikh temple was built open on all sides. This
signified that the Sikh faith was open to all and had
nothing to do with sun-worship. On the first Magh,
St. 1643 (February or January, A.D. 1589), Guru
Arjan laid the first brick of the Golden Temple. A
mason accidentally displaced the brick, whereupon
Guru Arjan prophesied that the foundations would
some time have to be relaid. This prophecy came
true. In A.D. 1763 the Afghan king Ahmad Shah
Abdali destroyed the temple and defiled the tank.
Two years later when the Sikhs recovered the ruins,
they relaid the foundations and rebuilt the temple.
In the meantime, however, the work progressed so
quickly that Guru Arjan felt sure that divine hands
were helping him. In his gratitude he wrote a poem
of which the following lines may be quoted :
'God Himself came,  and .stood up to do the work of
the saints.
'Into  the beautiful  earth  and  the beautiful   lake  He
poured nectarlike water.
'He poured water like nectar,  finished the work and
gratified our desires
'To bathe in this tank is the same as bathing in the
sixty-eight places of pilgrimage, as the bestowal of
alms and the performance of great purification.'
So long as no son was born to Arjan and his wife
Ganga,   Prithia did  not actively quarrel with his